
 

Christmas           2021 

When I wrote last year’s Christmas letter, I imagined that by this time we would have the pandemic behind us. 

Unfortunately, it continues to drag on. In late May, we optimistically booked an 18 day trip to tour Morocco 

this December. In October, with no end in sight and Morocco being one of the world’s highest Covid hotspots, 

we called and cancelled our trip. Just recently, Morocco announced all flights in and out are cancelled during 

the time we would have been leaving, so it was a good decision. Our 30th anniversary is in 2022, so we are 

hoping to be able to take an epic trip somewhere special.  

 

In March, we got the worst possible news. John’s older brother, David, passed away. He left behind his wife, 

Kay, and his daughters Becky and Susan. Due to travel restrictions, we were not able to travel to Memphis to 

attend his military funeral (he was a Vietnam veteran). Our Family instead decided to gather for a memorial at 

a later date. 

 

Also in March, we were finally able to get our Covid vaccines, getting our second shot of Moderna on April 

Fools day. The pandemic had forced Janet to put off cataract surgery, but she was finally able to get one of her 

eyes done in March, and followed with the other in April. She reports that her vision is the best it has ever 

been. 

 

In April, Janet starting feeling quite sick. Fearing the worst, she went to urgent care. She tested negative for 

Covid, but follow up visits confirmed she had pneumonia. A stay at home on a course of antibiotics followed, 

another negative Covid test and a final visit to her PCP. She fully recovered and is doing fine. 

 

Earlier in the year, we made the decision to spend the upcoming winter in warm sunny Arizona (or possibly, 

Las Vegas). The family decided to hold the memorial for John’s older brother at the home of his younger 

brother in New Mexico in July, so we decided to go down in the motor home in June to visit RV resorts around 

Las Vegas, Phoenix and Casa Grande to see if we could find one we liked. We settled on Sunrise RV resort in 

Apache Junction, Arizona.  

 

Unfortunately, our motor home could not take the Nevada summer heat and the engine overheated 

continuously. We ended up leaving it at a Cummins diesel facility in Las Vegas while we continued our RV 

resort search in our tow vehicle, staying in hotels as we went. 

 

After two weeks, we paid a small ransom to retrieve our motor home (with a new radiator), and made our way 

to Alamogordo, NM where we met with John’s family; his older sister Nancy, David’s widow Kay and 

children Becky and Susan, and John’s brother Chuck and his family. It was nice to get together, share 

memories of David, and to provide comfort to each other. 

 

On November 1st, we finished loading up our motor home and tow vehicle and left for Arizona for the winter. 

Now we are enjoying warm sunny days and clear, cool nights. We are engaged in many activities provided by 

the resort, such as water aerobics, stretch classes, and social gatherings. We plan to attend classes given in 

various hobbies, such as woodworking, arts and crafts and sewing. Both of us use the fitness center, and John 

is going on long hikes in the desert twice a week with the hiking group. We will be here through March, 

leaving on April 1st to return to Oregon. 

 

Over the year John added updates to the web site, especially pictures and documentation concerning family 

genealogy. Check out the new www.majorspain.com  

 

Our mail is being forwarded while we are gone, but to avoid delays you can use our address here; 1403 W. 

Broadway Ave. #413 Apache Junction, AZ 85120. 

 

Here’s wishing you a merry Christmas and a happy New Year. Please keep in touch. 

 

John and Janet Spain 

john.spain@frontier.com janet.spain@frontier.com 

http://www.majorspain.com/
mailto:janet.spain@frontier.com


   

Our winter home in Arizona ↑    Janet enjoying watching TV on the patio in the cool evening ↑ 

  

The shuffleboard courts at the resort ↑   Hiking the desert trails outside Apache Junction ↑ 

  

Scenery along the hiking trails ↑         Rock jumping in one of the arroyos on the trail ↑ 


